
FAMILY FEUD BACK
OF YONKERS MURDER?

Mrs. Tucker, the Victim, Was
Once Wife of George Blu-

mer of North Salem.

Police Investigating to Ascertain if
She Was Ever Divorced from

Her First Husband.

TWO MORE SUSPECTS UNDER ARREST.

Bank Stolen From the House Fcund in the
Roadway Near the Scene of the

Tragedy.Her Watch Was
Not Stolen.

Four men, one a tramp, were arrested Tuesday by the

Yonkers police upon suspicion of being implicated in
the murder of Mrs. Edmund T. Trucker, at her home in,
the outskirts of Yonkers on Monday. One of the prison¬
ers, named Michael Byrne*, was found to be wearing a

pair of sltoes which exactly fitted footprints found near

the scene of the tragedy.

The mystery surrounding the murder of
Mrs Edmund T. Tucker at her home In
Yonkers. yesterday assumed an entirely
new phase. Since the dead woman was

fouad on Monday evening strangled to
death in her home on Central avenue, in
the outskirts, the theory of the Yonkers
police has been that the crime was com¬

mitted by a tramp for the purpose of
robbery.
In working upon this basiB the police

had arrested up to yesterday four men.

Another homeless man has been added to
the list, and while all five prisoners are

held" pending further developments, it has
been learned that it is quite probable that
the main theory of the police is not
founded so strongly upon facts as not to
wa'rrant a change of base.
The casting aside of the position the

police have taken leads them to a romantic
story. The developments of yesterday are

of such a sensational character as to lead
the authorities to carefully weigh all of the
stories told, in the hope that within the
romance itself might be found the motive

Thomas Lancaster.
The homeless man arrested on suspicion by the

Yonkers police in connection with the murder
of Mrs. Edmund T. Tucker. He is the latest
suspect.
for the murder of Mrs. Tucker. The tale
has all of the elements which point to
murder, not to say that as yet there is
any basis for a suspicion that the motive
was folRPfired'by the fatal effect.

MRS. TUCKER'S HISTORY.
The first link in the chain which leads

from the tramp theory comes from Mrs.
Mary Hughes, an old resident of Tuckahoe,
the tiny village where Edmund T. Tucker
was employed by the Hodgman Rubber
Company, and where he and his murdered
wife passed the first few months of their
wedded life. Mrs. Hughes's home is situ¬
ated on the line which divides Lakeville,
a suburb of Tuckahoe, and the latter vil¬
lage.
"I remember Mrs. Tucker very well,"

she said yesterday. "She and her hus¬
band lived, after their marriage, within a

block or two of my house. She was a tiny
little woman, not much more than five
feet tall, and was a great deal older than
her husband. I remember that Mrs. Tucker
had been married before she was wedded to
Tucker, but I cannot remember the name

of her first husband, although there was

a child as the result of the union. I do not
know whether the first husband is dead or

alive, and I do not know whether the child
lived or not."
Mrs. Hughes added that Mrs. Tucker, for

many years prior to her marriage, had
worked for the Hodgman Rubber Company,
and met Tucker there. Tucker was em¬

ployed as foreman of the rubber coat fin¬
ishing room in the factory and Mrs. Tucker
was one of tho many female operatives
under his (Charge.

"I remember," continued Mrs. Hughes,
"That Mrs. Tucker'^ diminutive size was

always a source of s*)ort in tho factory.
She used to larigh about it herself, and
joke about her having to stand on a stool
to do certain kinds of work which any or¬
dinary woman could easily have accom¬
plished without that aid. Mr. and Mrs.
Tucker first met each other In the factory
and their love affair, which ended in niar-
rige, began while both were at wort;."

A LUCKY RECOLLECTION.
A daughter of Mrs. Hughes, who Uvea

.with her mother, supplied a fact or two
more about Mrs. Tucker's lfie before her
marriage which can well be woven into
the web of the dead woman's life history.
She says that before her marriage Mrs.
Tucker often used to boast to her factory
friends that even if she was little in size
she was admired by the men.
Although a trifling bit of talk In itself,

It is regarded as lucky that the speaker
remembered It, as it may be the basis foi
a suspicion that jealousy may have been
a prime factor in Mrs. Tucker's tragic
death, together with her unborn babe,
from strangulation. Then came anothei
grave statement to be considered with
those already told.
"I remember," continued the narrator,

"that the Tucker family generally were op¬
posed to the marriage of Tucker to Annie
Laight, as the murdered woman was
known prior to her marriage. Mrs. Tucker
was thirty-four years old when she married
Tucker. He was then only twenty, and
you see, as they had been married when
Mrs. Tucker was murdered just four years,
she was thirty-eight years old and her hus¬
band twenty-four."
The question is now being asked, Had

this disparity in years caused any unhap-
plness in the Tucker, family which might
end in a tragedy?

Still another point remembered by Mrs.
Hughes's daughter touches upon a family
difference between Mrs. Tucker and one of
her relatives. While Mrs. Tucker was at
first employed in the Hodgman Rubber
Company's works she boarded with the
family of William H. Laight. The head
of this household was her cousin, and he
was employed as a night watchman at
the rubber works and lived in the village
sy Tuckaiioe. In r>oui3 waj or other, ixi*t

bow no one seems to know. Mrs. Tucker
juarreled with her relatives.

A NEIGHBOR'S QUARREL.
Some people say that the cause of the

barrel was found in the attentions Tucker
was then paying to his future wife. At
,11 events the future Mrs. Tucker went to
board with a family named Dayton, living
at Yonkers Park, near Tuckahoe, as a re¬

sult of the quarrel. At this time Tucker
was dissatisfied with his position with the
rubber company.he was only gett ng a

salary of $9*a week-and he attempted to

?et employment upon the Harlem Rail.a »

a position which would pay him $40 a
month. Manager Wilbur Underbill, of the
rubber company, heard of this effort, and
thinking that Tucker was a valuable man

In his place raised his salary to $10 a week,
and Tucker then gave up his quest for a

railroad position. About this time W illlam
H. Lalght resigned his position with t e

rubber company and went to the house
he now occupies, about half a mile from
the scene of the murder, and which is the
farm home of his father-in-law, Nathaniel
Lent.

, u-Since then the Laights have made a liv¬
ing by working the farm in question and
as they were near neighbors to the Tuck¬
ers it would be well to know whether the
quarrel which caused Mrs. Tucker to leave
their house when they lived In Tuckahoe
had ever been amicably adjusted- The
Lalght family consists of several children.
One of them. Maud, takes music lessons of
Mrs. Hughes's daughter. She is only th r-

teen years of age. but passes readily for
seventeen. She is one of the children who
visited the Tucker homestead oni the day
of the murder Just about the t me that
Mrs. Tucker must have been lying
within the house.

DAYTON'S STATEMENT.
So much for one part of Mrs. Tucker's

early life. Next in Importance comes the
statement of Joseph P. Dayton, who lives
in Pipe Line lane, at Yonkers Park, oppo¬
site the Methodist Eulscopal Church, which
the Tuckers have often attended.
"I have known the Laights for forty

years," he said. "William H. Lalght's fa¬
ther was a small farmer at Purdy's. on the
Harlem road, near Katonah. Years ago 1
was employed by Hart. Purdy on his farm
near the station, and I used to deliver
milk to the Laights. At that time Mrs.
Tucker's father, John Lalght, lived nea^

Purdy's statloD. Mrs. Tucker became ac-

nualnted with a young man named George
Blumer, the son of quite a wealthy farmer
who lived at North Salem, just near the
Connecticut line. I remember that Blumer
was compelled to marry Mrs. Tucker, and
soon after a child was born. It is now dead,
I believe.
"Blumer, I have been told, said to his

wife after the marriage, 'Now I've mar¬
ried you, you will never see me again.
You think you are big enough to do any¬
thing, and I guess you are big enougn
to look out for yourself."
"Blumer then disappeared. He never

lived a day with his wife. Three years
later his wife came to Tuckahoe, where
she was known as Annie Laight. Her life
was always blameless and she was well
thought of by all her friends."
Dayton added that Mrs. Tucker first came

to board with his family four years ago on

the 24th of last April. He says the trouble
with the Laights caused her to come to
board with him.

SHE HAD TO WAIT.
_

"""She lived here about four months be¬
fore her marriage," added Dayton. One
iav she asked me If I thought there would
be any harm in Tucker's coming to board
with us, too. He had had trouble with his
father, and decided to leave home. It
seems that old Mr. Tucker was vexed one

day over the obstinacy of a calf he
leading and began beating the animal His
son made him atop and a quarrel followed.

"I told Mrs. Tucker then that I saw no

Impropriety In Tucker coming to board
with us. About a month later the couple
went to Purdy's, where Mrs. Tucker's
mother lived, and were married. They left
my house together for that purpose. '

When asked If any divorce had ever been
obtained by Mrs. Tucker from her first
husband. Dayton's maiden sister said that
she thought shs knew Mrs. Tucker as well
as any one and that once she had asked
her whv she preferred to work in the
tory, at the risk of her health, rather than
marry Tucker at once.

."Ed would marry me in a moment,
speaker quoted Mrs. Tucker as saying,
"but I have to wait a certain time.
"Do von think Mrs. Tucker was ever

divorced from her first husband?" was

asked.
VALUABLE WORK.

"As I understand It," was the reply, "not
having heard from her first husband in
seven years prior to her marriage^to Tucker,
she was free to become his wife."
"Do you think it possible that the first

husband of Mrs. Tucker could in any way be
connected with the crime?
"I do not know."
Aside from this history of Mrs. Tucker s

earlv life, little was unearthed by the police
yesterday of great value. The most valu¬
able bit of work was In the arrest at Purdy s

Station, where Mrs. Tucker once lived, of
a tramp.

, ,The man partially answers the descrip¬
tion of the tramp Georgie Tucker, the
dead woman's son, says asked his mother
for "change" on the day of the murder,
and upon her refusal to give It strangled
her. The man makes the fifth arrest In
connection with the case. About the only
possible connection with the case he may
have is based upon his wearing a pair of
rubber boots and a long black overcoat,
which witnesses of circumstances surround¬
ing the murder agree to have been worn

by the man seen around the Tucker house
on the afternoon Mrs. Tucker was slain.
Robert F. White, Justice of the Peace

at Purdy's, says that the suspect applied
for lodgings to the Overseer of the Poor
there on Tuesday evening.
"The man said that he was Thomas Lee,"

the Justice added, "but finally said that
his right name was Thomas Lancaster.
He said that he had walked from Yonk¬
ers to White Plains on Monday, and on

Tuesday walked from W hlte I lalns to
Purdy's. I found In his possession $40
In bills, two twenty-five-cent pieces, six
ten-cent pieces, three five-cent pieces and
twenty-two pennies. He said that he
lived In Dexter, Maine, and was In search
of work.
4 Jy , TELLTALE MONEY.
Policeman Peter McGowan, of the Yonk¬

ers force, went, to Purdy's yesterday after¬
noon and last 'evening took Lancaster to
Yonkers and locked him up. His having
so much money, especially when about $'25
Is known to have been stolen from the
Tucker house by the man who killed Mrs.
Tucker, from a bank owued by little
Georgie Tucker, is looked upon by the
Yonkeve police as suspicious. The bank
in question was a little round tin savings
bank, with a silt in the top. It was

painted yellcw and bore - the American
colors on a shield, flanked by two crossed
Americau fisus. Iu the back three

p

I

Mrs. Louis R. Davidson.
(Photographed by Gilbert, Washington.)

The handsome and accomplished daughter of Senator M. S. Quay, who was mar¬
ried at her father's home in Washington last evening.

QUAY'S DAUGHTER WEDS.
Her Union with Louis R. Davidson Cele¬

brated in the Senator's Handsome
House in Washington.

Washington, Jan. 29..Miss Mary A.
Quay, eldest daughter of Senator and Mrs.
M. S. Quay, was married to-night to Mr.
Louis R. Davidson, of Beaver, Pa. The
ceremony was performed by Rev. Dr.
Hamlin, in the music room, which is fin¬
ished in pale pink. The large double win¬
dows were filled with towering palms, and
before this bower the bridal party stood.
The mantels were banked with pink brides¬
maid roses, carnations and ferns, and from
a graceful arrangement of the palms iD
the spacious hallway was an aisle made
entirely of smilax over the effect In wood.
The bride was escorted into the room by

her father, Senator Quay, who gave her
hand in marriage. Directly preceding her
was her ycu*nger sister, Miss Carolia
Quay, as maid of honor. She wore a

dainty gown of pale blue gauze over a pale
blue silk, and carried a bouquet of bridal
roses.

Columbian half dollars, a $2.50 gold piece
and a roll of bills of unknown denomina¬
tion. None of the money found on Lan¬
caster could be Identified as having ever

been in the bank.
The missing bank itself was found yes¬

terday by Roundsman William M. Law-

son, of the Yonkers police. He was making
a search of the vicinity of the Tucker
house, and he found the missing bank,
with its lid lying on the left-hand side of
the road and the main portion on the
right-hand side, in the gutter. The place
where the bank was found Is about half¬
way from footprints which correspond with
those made by the shoes worn by suspect
Michael Byrnes, and toward the woods
wher^e he, James G. Lellis and Charles
Meyers were cutting cane roots on the day
of the murder. Later the police fitted the
shoes of Byrnes Into the tracks found
around the bank, and again gained a bit
of corroborative evidence against Byrnes,
as the shoee and the footprints exactly
matched.
The bank was taken to Police Headquar¬

ters, in Yonkers. and was carefully exam¬

ined. It was found to have been battered
and broken on the top, with a stone proba¬
bly. In this manner It was opened. Trfe
hurry of the murderer to get at its con¬

tents is shown in the fact that the bank,
when found, still contained 75 cents in
coins.

WATCH NOT STOLEN.

At the time of the murder it was sup¬

posed that Mrs. Tucker's gold watch had
been stolen. This waa not the case, how¬
ever. The police learned that the watch
had been purchased as a Christmas gift
at Hoffnagle's jewelry store in Mount Ver¬
non. The timepiece was found there, Mrs.
Tucker having left it to be repaired a few

w^eks ago. This leaves only three cheap
rings to be accounted for from all the
articles which were supposed to have been
taken from the Tucker house.

No effort was made by the Yonkers
police to try and have Georgie Tucker
identify either Lellis Byrnes or Meyers
as the man whom he saw kill his mother.
The boy was taken to Yonkersj Police
Headquarters yesterday afternoon, but he
failed to pick out any of the men as the
murderer. Later the men were questioned
by Police Captain Mangln.
Their statements proved conclusively that

Byrnes and Meyers left Lellis for several
hours alon^ in the woods cutting canes on

the day of the murder.
"I think that Lellis Is entirely innocent,"

said Captain Mangln, "but I find that
Byrnes and Meyers, from 2:30 p. m. to 4:30
p. in., were absent from the woods a half-
mile from the Tucker house. Taking Into
consideration this fact with the footprints,
which fit Byrnes's shoes, I think both men

are seriously Implicated In the murder."
The records of the three men were looked

Into yesterday. It Was learned at Wllllams-
gridge, where they lived, that Lellis was a

Street Commissioner there prior to the an¬
nexation of that part of Westchester County
to the city. Byrnes once kept a grocery
store, but drink caused his downfall, and
lately he has been sleeping in Leliis's stable.
Meyers is known as a barroom visitor, and
all three are given an unsavory reputation
by the Wllllamsbridge Precinct police.
The New York police took a hand in the

work of making arrests of suspects last
evening. Policeman McGreevy, of the East
Sixty-seventh Street Station, arrested a sus¬

pect at Sixty-first street and Seeeond ave¬
nue. He said his name was Thomas Sul¬
livan and that he was fifty-seven years
old. He, too, had on a pair of rubbers,
over lacod shoes, which it was thought at
a pinch might pass for the "yubber boots"
described by Georgie Tucker. As the man
could not tell where he was on Monday
night, he waa Iock«d up In the East Sixty-
seventh Street Police Station,

The bridegroom was attended by Lieu¬
tenant A. G. C. Quay.
The bride, who is a blonde of the

spirituelle type, wore a gown of white
satin, trimmed with point aplique lace
and chiffon, which formed the yoke effect
of the bodice. Her long veil was held with
a graceful flower spray and she carried a
large bouquet of lillies of the valley.
A reception followed the ceremony, which

was performed at 8 o'clock, and a wedding
feast was served from a table elaborately
decorated with pink roses and ferns, with
tapers of the candelabra shaded with the
same color.
Mrs. Quay wore a handsome gown of

lavender satin trimmed with lace; Miss
Susan Quay a girlish costume of white em¬
broidered mousseline de sole, over white
silk; Mrs. Jerome Quay black satin, with
white satin and pearl trimmings. Later in

fw e<yeni!lg M*- aVd Mrs- Davidson left
lh*®e?.at0r ftuay 3 Florida Plantation

£ Wil,. sPe.nd tbeir honeymoon!
The bride travelled in a handsome tailot
mfcde gown of tan color, with a jauntv
wrap and hat to correspond. The presents
were handsome and many. The guests were

families olly of members of the two

THREATENED BY GERMANS*
They Tell the Committee if No Sunday

Law Is Passed Republicans
Will Suffer.

Albany, Jan. 29,-The joint legislative
committee which is considering excise leg¬
islation to-day had notice served upon it
by Edward Grosse, Collector of Internal
Revenue of New York, representing the
German-American Reform Union, that if
no Sunday opening law is passed by this
legislature the entire German vote of New
} ork County will be cast against the Re¬
publican party next Fall.
"The object of our coming," said Mr.

Grosse, "is not to argue for or against the
main features of the Raines bill, but to
advocate the passage of a bill introduced
by Assemblyman Adler, amending the pres¬
ent Excise law, or amending section 24 of
the Raines bill. Our proposition provides
for the extension to restaurants of the Sun¬
day selling privilege which the present law
grants, and which the Raines bill Intends
to grant to hotel keepers. We submit and
urge this proposition on behalf of the great
consuming public, and not on behalf of the
liquor dealers and brewers. Our organiza¬
tions are not directly or Indirectly inter¬
ested in the llqvior or brewing trade, nor
are we retained or paid by any one trades¬
man to appear before you. We suggest the
proposed change of law as a measure of
good government and in the interest of the
peace, comfort and good order of the Com¬
monwealth. The Raines bill, as well as
our present excise laws, relieve us from
f !?i,i',ng,agalnst the contentions of the Pro¬
hibitionists. AVe do not ask for the open¬
ing of the saloons on Sunday; we are
Hgalnst the drinking at the bar, but we
«ant the right to take stimulating refresh¬
ments with meals on Sundays.
"The Sunday law has never been and is

not now fully enforced, not even by Com¬
missioner Roosevelt, despite his "frantic
and desperate efforts to accomplish the im¬
possible. It cannot be enforced because it
is not supported by the people."
The speaker then grew threatening and

declared: "Should the measure, however
fall of enactment, and should the Raines
bill pass, it will be as certain as the rising
of the sun that the Republican party will
suffer at the next election, at least In all
th^, titles in the State, the same defeat
which it met with last Fall in New York
City, because the provisions of the Raines
bill will create in every cominunitv, not
one, but dozens of Roosevelts, and they
will, like their New York prototvpe, be
grave-diggers of the Republican party."
BOY WANDERERS HOME AGAIN.

Didn't Find the Cave Full of Treasure
They Started For.

Five boys, Inmates of the Children's
Home of Rahway. N. J., ran away Tues¬
day morning, instead of going to school, as
usual. Their names are Fred Dunham,
John Dougherty, Joseph, John and Gus-
sie Decker. Dunham, the leader, is twelve
and Gussie six years of age. Dunham
told the lads that at Newburg there was
an immense cave, filled with gold nuggets",
diamonds, bows, arrows, shotguns, revol¬
vers, gold watches and other valuables
They left the Home at about 8 o'clock in

the morning to walk to Newburg. Thev
got as far as Elizabeth, when Gussie gave
out and couki go ud further. How they
got back is a secret they refuse to reveal
but they were in Rahway yesterday morn¬
ing and told about their adventure.

NOT THE BURDEN JEWELS.

Another Visit to the Central Office, but a

Failure to Identify Booty.
For the second time since her jewels

were stolen. Mrs. Burden's fine equipage
stood in front of Police Headquarters yes¬
terday. Mrs. Burden and her husband
drove to the Central Office the day after
the robbery, but yesterday Mrs. Burden
was nlone.
The object of, her visit was to trv to

identify some 'of the plunder found in
Burglar Anderson's trunks. Mrs. IJurden
had heard of the rich haul made by Acting
Captain O'Brien and his detectives, and
she was in hopes of recovering some oi
her diamonds. She went away disappoint
^d. Of the great quantity of valuables at
Headquarters now awaiting claimants Mrs.
JBurden could not identify a single thing.

Piatt Said to Have Issued a

Hurry Call for Consolida¬
tion Legislation.

This Is Believed to Mean That the
Andrew H. Green Bill Will Be

Speedily Passed.

LEXOW TO GIVE A HEARING HERE.

Brooklyn Leaders Come Out for Consoli¬
dation, and Commissioner Parker

Pleads a Cause That Means Event¬
ually His Own Undoing.

Albany, Jan. 29..The surprise and com¬

ment caused by the publication of Senator
Lexow's determination to wind up the
hearings In Greater New York to-day,
caused that gentleman to reconsider bis
decision.
After the hearing In the Assembly Cham¬

ber this evening Senator Lexow said there
would be another hearing on Saturday
morning In the Criminal Court House in
New York. The Senator said the sub-com¬
mittee had thought that to-day's hearing
would be sufficient, as no one from New
York had requested a hearing, but In re¬

sponse to a request received this morning
he had decided to have a supplementary
hearine. It is understood that Andrew H.
Greer, president of the Consolidation Com¬
mission, suggested the propriety of another
hearing.
The sub-commltte6, through Senator

Lexow, will report on Tuesday or Wednes¬
day of next ^*eek a preliminary statement
in reference to Greater New York. This
Is taken to mean the speedy passage of t-1';'
Andrew H. Green bill, decreeing consoli¬
dation, providing, however, that It does not
go into effect until 1898. The blanketing of
the various departments in all the munici¬
palities concerned is, however, to be
secured before that time. As the sub-com¬
mittee had until March 1 in which to makT'apreliminary report, this shows clearly thatMr. Piatt has issued the "hurry up" orderand that the consolidating of the NewYork and Brooklyn Police, Fire andHealth departments will be fully accom¬plished before the next election.
There were two dramatic scenes at thehearing to-day The denunciation bySenator McNulty and Assemblyman Ebbetsand Newman of the statement that theentire Kings County legislative delegation

oppose consolidation, and the solemn warn¬ing of Police Commissioner Parker thatif the consolidation Is effected to gainpolitical advantage, the action will recoil
on the political faction that may engineerthe scheme.

ARRAYED AGAINST HIMSELF.
Commissioner Parker was in the anoma¬

lous position of urging legislative action
that will result in eventually driving him
and his brother Commissioner, Theodore
Roosevelt, out of office. Mr. Parker is
placed In this peculiar attitude by the fact
that he is the counsel to the Consolidation
Commission. In that capacity he drew the
original Greater New York bill. He had to
defend his handiwork, but confined himself
almost entirely to the legal features of the
case, contenting himself with the brief
warning that if the people's con¬
fidence is abused by the Piatt machine in
enacting consolidation legislation the act
will recoil.
General Ger rge F. Wingate was the first

speaker. He reviewed the arguments that
have been made by antl-consolidationists
and the answers they evoked. A letter
from Henry Batterman declaring that his
section heartily fa\*>red consolidation was
read.
"I only want to say," remarked Senator

Brush, "that the district Mr. Batterman
referred to gave a plurality of 500 against
consolidation."
Ex-District-Attorney A. W. Tenney de¬

clared that questions are resubmitted only
when they have been rejected. He knew
at no instance where a question duly
adopted had been resubmitted. He said
that a resubmission of the consolidation
question would overthrow the principle
upon which this Government is based.
Senator Brush wanted to know if Mr.

Tenney regarded the vote of consolidation
as final.
"The majority of 277, which was given

in Brooklyn, is as final, as certain, as ob¬
ligatory as If the majority had been 277,-
000," replied Mr. Tenney.
"Then the last Legislature did not do its

duty?" queried Senator Brush.
"Let tnis Legislature do Its duty and the

last can take care of itself," retorted Mr.
Tenney.

LEXOW ON HIS DIGNITY.
"It is only fair to say," interposed Sena¬

tor Lexow, "that the last Legislature at¬
tempted to do its duty. The bill was

passed in the Assembly and lacked but one
vote of passage in the Senate. At that
time the Dill was opposed by the same per¬
sons who are now arrayed against it."
Mr. Tenney then talked of the suggestion

to refer the proposed charter to the inter¬
ested communities, and said that he did not
know of one instance in the government of
this country where a municipal charter had
been referred to the people. He said that
a city charter is secured by the slow pro¬
cess of making one law at it time, and that
a charter was but a compilation of many
laws that have been enacted at various
times. He cited the cases of New York and
of Brooklyn, which he said had splendid
chax-ters.
"That's the reason we want to preserve

their charters," remarked Senator Brush.
"It would be just as easy to extend the

provisions of Brooklyn's charted to take in
the whole territory," remarked Senator
Lexow.
Mr. Tenney referred to St. Petersburg,

Vienna and London, and of the general
movement In all civilized countries to unify
large and populous districts.
"You speak of London." Interrupted Sen¬

ator Brush. "Don't, you know that in Lon¬
don there are nineteen municipalities?"
"I don't know anything about that." said

Mr. Tenney, "but I know that original
London occupied one square mile, and that
now it occupies 122,000 square miles." Mr.
Tenney concluded by saying that the con¬
solidation question was not a new one by
any means.
Senator Wray arose to present a telegram

from the Young Republican Club of Brook¬
lyn, declaring Its belief that a referendum
law is a proper one to pass at this time.
Mr. Wray exphiined that Seth Low had
been the president of this club, which was
composed of the best element of Brooklyn's
population.
"How many persons were present at

the meeting at which this action was
taken?" asked Mr. Tenney. "The club has
three thousand members, and I have beard
all about that meeting."
Mr. Wray said he knew nothing about

how many members were present, and Sena¬
tor Lexow said ,the committee regretted
very much the injection of politics into
the matter. Senator Wray replied that
the club was not a partisan institution, but
had great influence in Brooklyn gener¬
ally.
"Yes; once a year it has Influence," re¬

marked Mr. Tenney.
Police Commissioner Parker then made a

long legal argument in favor of the pend¬
ing Andrew H. Green bill. He took up
objections made by the anti-consolidation-
ists and the referendum advocates specific¬
ally and replied to them all. He then made
a significant statement about the political
aspect of the situation.

WILL RECOIL UPON THEM.
"It is said," remarked Commissioner

Parker, Impressively, "that there is behind
this consolidation project a sinister plan,
a plan which has for its object the ad
vancenient of the Interests of some political
organization. If that is so I believe It
will recoil on the party that engineered
such a scheme, and will Jiang over them
like a cloud which will eventually burst
upon them to their confusion."
Senator McNulty. whose seat is being con

tested, took the floor to say that he hac
never by any act of his justified the state-

nient that the entire Brooklyn legislative
delegation is against consolidation. "On
toe contrary," said Senator McNuIty.
prior to my election I was approached

, tvV? persons and asked to sign a paper
lu,i?'hieh I declared myself against con¬
solidation. I declined to sign the paper,
and was told by these persons that I
would be defeated at the polls. I made
many speeches during the campaign, and
at each meeting asked those present who
favored consolidation to bold up the'r
hands, and the results I there obtained
would not justify mc in voting against
Greater Xew York."
Assemblyman Ebbets, who represents the

twelfth Assembly District in Kings Coun¬
ty, came before the committee and said
ne never said he was against consolidation,
yn tbe contrary, he favored it. as did his
district, which cast a majority of votes
aOF ,e Greater Xew York proposition.
Assemblyman Newman, of the Seventh
Assembly District of Kings County, got up
? I"a(*e a similar declaration. Xo one,
he sail* had been authorized to speak for
rSL as a?ainst consolidation.
The anti-consolidationists were completely

demoralized at the attitude of Senator Mc-
and Assemblymen Ebbets and Xew-

aian. There is little doubt here to-night
that some sort of Greater Xew York legis¬
lation will be enacted within the next three
weeks.

TAXES FOR GRCATER NEWYORK

The Anti-Equalization League Sees Only
Loss for This City.

The Taxpayers' Anti-Equalization League
of Xew York has issued a statement in re¬
lation to the probable effect upon property
Interests and public improvements In this
city if the consolidation of the various
cities, town and outlying villages to consti-

eftWr '?reU-er ^ew York" be carried into
eftect by tne legislation proposed by the
Consolidation Commission upon the basis

tlon
n equallzatlon of taxation and valua-

The object of the league is to watch and
try to influence legislation on consolida¬
tion through popular sentiment. The
league maintains that any proposed scheme
or consolidation that the Legislature mav

should be submitted to the taxpayers
at the polls for acceptance or rejection,
deeming the vote taken at the election of
IN.>4 an insufficient reference to the voters
ol Xew York City.
The basis of the objections Is that "an

equal and uniform rate of taxation and of
valuation for the purpose of taxation
throughout the whole of the territory" of
the Greater New York will retard the
progress and Improvement of the city of
New York, and increase its taxation for the
benefft of Kings, Queens and Richmond
counties without compensating advantage.
The league is circulating printed copies

of an address issued by the Consolidation
League of Brooklyn, in which statistics
are given to show that Xew York City's
tax rate would be increased from fiftv' to
Seventy per cent, and that of Brooklyn re¬
duced from $2.62 per $100 to $1.56.

BUTTS'S BILL STICKS FAST.

His Motion to Discharge the Committee
from Considering It Lost.

Albany, Jan. 29..In the Assembly to-day
Mr. Butts moved to discharge the Eiclse
Committee from consideration of his bill to
relieve liquor dealers in New York City
from loss which they would sustain
through the decision of the Court of Ap¬
peals upon the question of maintaining a
saloon within 200 feet of a church or
school.
< s£l» ^re was no politics whatever
i. th,e,,t?111' There was a difference between
his bill and the resolution of Mr. Finn
That resolution had called for relief but
the majority leader had stated that it was
not in legal form. His bill legalized the re¬
lief and should be advanced. Even now
the Excise Board cf New York City was
beginning actions by which at least 1,500
licenses would be annailed. Soroothint?
must be done, and that quickly, o/*thou-
sands of dollars would be loslf by people
who had done no intentional wrong.
Mr. O'Grady made an attack. upon the

Butts motion. The vote on the motion ;n
discharge the committee was lost.

ESCAPE OF A BOY PRISONER.

A Gerry Agent Locked Him in a Room and
He Climbed Through a Window.

For the second time within the month
a youthful prisoner has succeeded in es¬

caping from the custody of an agent of
the Gerry Society. The one that eluded
his captor yesterday was Morris Solomon
fourteen years old, of No. 121 Division
street, who was arrested in Part II. of the
General Sessions, Monday, on a chartre of
burglary, while waiting to be called as a
witness against two men accused of
burglary.
The case of Smith and Hogan was on

the calendar for trial yesterday, and Solo¬
mon was brought from the rooms of the
Gerry Society and locked up in a room in
the Criminal Court building set aside for
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Children. Solomon's custodian, with the
key in his pocket and the boy in the
room, went to the floor above. While he
was gone Morris climbed through a window
leading into Ihe corridor and then ran
swiftly down the two flights of stairs lead¬
ing to Centre street.
Tw<^ policemen and a court attendant

gave chase, but the lad dodged around
trucks and then dashed into White street.
He was last seen running up White street
toward Baxter street. An attempt will be
made to apprehend him.
MoTrris and two boys named Goldberg

and Goldstein are accused of having forced
an entrance Into the shoe store of L. W
Hirsch, Xo. 17S Grand street. It is al¬
leged they carried off $50 worth of shoes.
$5 in cash and attempted to open thfe
safe.

IS THE MAN A SHOP LIFTER?

Jacob Brown Said to Have Stolen Sleeve
Buttons at Johnson's.

Jacob Brown, twenty-eight years old, who
says he Is an oy^terman and lives in Jersey
City, was arrested in J. H. Johnston's jew¬
elry store, in Union square, last evening
and locked up in the West Thirtieth Street
Station on a charge of petit larceny pre¬
ferred by Mr. Johnston. Brown, who was
well dressed and of pleasing appearance
entered the jewelry store and asked to be
shown some sleeve buttons and scarfpins.
When the salesman's attention was divert¬
ed he secreted several of the pieces in his
pocket. The theft was witnessed by an¬
other salesman, and Brown wa3 arrested.
He had In his possession a handsome um¬

brella, mounted in pearl and silver; an ex¬
pensive chain, a bank book on the Dry
Dock Savings Bank, issued to Jacob Brown";
a handsome silver knife, and $17.15 in cash.
A representative of Tiffanv 6c Co. fol¬

lowed the prisoner to the station house
and told Sergeant Halpin that earlier in the
evening Brown had been in Tiffany's store,
looking over some jewelry, and wanted to
have some sent to him. He said his name,
was John Smith, but the salesman refusedj
to let him have anything without cash. He
will be arraigned in the Jefferson Market
Police Court to-day.

SHE FAINTED IN THE BATH.

Miss Koster Attributes Her M.sfortune to
the Negligence of an Attendant.

Miss Estelle M. Koster, who was injured
by fainting and falling in the Turkish
baths at Xo. 34 Clinton street, Brooklyn, in
September, 1893, renewed her suit for $5,000
in the Supreme Court, yesterday. She said
she was compelled to wait In the steam
room more than thirty minutes, because the
female attendant did not answer her call.
The heat overcame Miss Koster, and she

fainted. In falling she cht her face and
nose and drove one of her teeth into her
lip. The case will be continued to-day.

Good.Colwell.
Mr. Brent Good, president the Carter

Medicine Company, and also of the Lyceum
Theatre Company, was married vesterdav
in Brooklyn, to Miss Francos Colfax Col-1
well. The wedding was very quiet, and
Mr. Good was attended only by his daugh-1
ter, Miss Kate Hamilton Good, and bi¬
son. Mr. Harry Hoyt Good, who acted as
bridesmaid and groomsman.
Mr. Good and his bride sailed immedi¬

ately after the ceremony on the steamer
Trinidad to Bermuda. The groom is one
of the best-known men In the city, and
the corgratul«tions of his host of friend-
will follow him.

MS1# TRE ORffiWH,
Experts Point Out to the Park

Board Defects That Must
Be Remedied.

Great Pressure on the Retaining
Walls in Section One Not

Properly "Resisted.

DEFECTIVE DESIGN IS TO BLAME.

Crib WorV on Section One Not Built in
Accordance with the Specifications, and

Must Be Filled in Over Again.
There Was Too Much Haste.

James J. R. Croes, Professor Burr, of
Columbia College, and Theodore Cooper,
who were appointed by the Park Board
to hear claims of contractors and engineers
in the matter of the Harlem River Drive¬
way dispute, have rendered their report.
The paper was filed with the Board sev¬

eral days ago, but was not made public
until yesterday. No action has yet been
taken on It.
The report begins with the letter of in¬

structions to the experts, dated December
18, 1895. These referred chiefly to the sub¬
way on section one of the driveway, as to
what defects exist there, the cause of them
and how they can best be remedied.
After a long and careful investigation

the experts found that the retaining wail
in the vicinity of the subway and the en¬
tire subway masonry are supported upon
piles driven one and a half and three feet
between centres, reinforced under the west
platform masonry only by bags of concrete
deposited among them. After the piles
were driven and cut off at mean low wat?r
level, the vacant spaces amon? them were
filled with small cobble stones up to two
feet below their tops, from which level to
one foot six inches under the platform and
stairway masonry concrete was deposited.

THE ORIGINAL PLANS.
The original plans contemplated a timber

grillage or platform on the tops of the piles
under the sidewalk of the archways, be¬
tween the retaining walls. The bedrock
under the driveway at this point is but a
few feet below low water at the westerlyedge of the west landing platform and
slopes steeply downward toward the east.
The original contemplated two rows ot
sloping brace piles, to be driven along the
east face of the work, three feet between
centres, to prevent an eastward movement
of the subway and adjacent masonry.
On September 12, 1894, the Board of Park

Commissioners, on the recommendation of
the engineer, authorized the omission
of the timber grillage under the side
walls of the subway and tbe substi¬
tution therefor of a mass of concrete
aroi!Pd and over the piles, similar to that
under the exterior wall. During the prog¬
ress of the work the engineer in charge,
under th£ authority vested In him by the
contract, authorized the omission of so>-
entv- ig>t s.'oping brace piles along the
easterly fac° the east platform masonry
The r-'Port at ^treat length describes 3

pressure]-, upon the* retaining walls and t
piles. The movemen t of the east wall h
already resuufd >u opening the transver
cracks from one t wo inches. Then '

report adds:
"In the opinion of 7'>ur c0lr

failure of this part of the
to the omission of th
to the exietenic .«T
for neither of which can the
held restJonstMe. It is further ttu
;>f your committee that in addition to t
bnce piles a properly designed grillage
consisting of layers of timbers crossing
each other without notching, should have
been placed over the entire foundation ot
this part of the work, and that the same
construction should be employed wherr
pile foundations may be used under siin
ilar conditions.

MASONRY WELL EXECUTED.
"So far as can be judged from the In¬

spection of the work in its present condi¬
tion, the masonry appears to have been
well executed in the main, and its failure
must be attributed solely to defective de¬
sign. A 1ft rge mass of rip-rap having beeu
deposited outside of the face of this mason¬
ry in tbe mud, and the movement of the
wall having nearly or quite ceased, very
little <langer appears to exist of a further
settlement which would cause damagp.
but, in order to make the work secure
and its appearance creditable, it will be
necessary to take down the side walls and
arch of the subway as far back as tho
cracks extend, and to rebuild the same
"Further movement of the masonry at

the pastern end of this subway may bp
prevented bv running two anchor rods of
moderate size through the empty spao*>
beneath the subway floor and anchoring
them into the platform masonry at each
end of the subway."
The experts found that the crib work on

section No. 1 was not built "in strict ac¬
cordance with the specifications, nor tho
work thereon faithfully performed." They
decided that the only way to remedy th:*
deficiency Is to remove the crib filling and
to replace it. Of the roadway on section
No. 2 the report says:
"In making the embankments below sub-

grade of the driveway on both section--,
the specifications have not been compile!
with In an important particular. The
specifications require that in uring rock
for filling, sufficient earth and small stories
shall be deposited with it to fill all voULi
and Interstices.' This has not been done.

ROCfc DUMPED IN.
"Much of the rock has apparently been

dumped in just as It came from the Quar¬
ries and little care taken to fill up the
large interstice with smaller stones and
earth over a considerable ^portion of
these rocks fills, earth and cinders have
been loosely dumped and carted over. Thp
result of these operations has been that
much of the filling 'back of the cribs and
nearly up to the subgrade of the road¬
way has large void spaces in it."
The report concludes as follows:
"In the course of their investigation iftto.

the defects of this work, your committee
have beer; so impressed with the main
causes of the trouble that they feel they
would fail in doing their full duty did they
not plainiy indicate them, namely, the un¬
due haste and want of proper preparation
in its inception.
"There were no borings made along the

line of the bulkheads below High Bridge to
determine the character of the material
and the probable depths for the foundations
of the walls and cribs. The neglect to
make borings and obtain other essential
data relating to the foundations for tho
work on section one rendered it impossible
to prepare proper plans and correct est!
mates and has led to most of the difficulties
and delays which have occurrpd.
"The incomplete preparations for a work

of this kind and especially in the vita
matter of founding a long line of bulkheaa
upon the soft river mud must be consid¬
ered an Important factor In the failure'
that have occurred. That no time is saved
In completing any engineering work by
hastening the work of preparation unduly,
or commeneirg the wrork before all the con¬

ditions are known and- provided for. is well
recognized by those having experience In
conducting such projects."

O'BRIEN TO GO UP HIGHER.

Examinations That Affect the Chief of
Police and Others.

The Police Commissioners had a long
conference at Police Headquarters yester¬
day relative to the coming promotions In
the Department. The Commissioners are

preparing to make Inspectors and captains,
and they are closely studying tbe records
and abilities of the men who are to bd
promoted.
They secured the list of sergeants who

ore cited for examination, looking to pro¬
motion to captaincies, and marked thorn
for record and meritorious service. The
list will he made public to-jr.orrow.
At the meeting ot the Board to-moi.row

Acting Captain O'Brien, who was recently
r ndc a roundsman, will be promoted to ¦¦

geantcy, and this rank will entity hin
amlnatlon in the race for a c#mam's
He stands very high. : \ > J


